
 
 

 

 

 

 

11 June 2015 

 

Dr Brian Richards 
Director, NICNAS 
GPO Box 58  
SYDNEY  NSW  2001 
  
By email: NICNAS.consultations@nicnas.gov.au  
  

Dear Dr Richards,  

NICNAS REFORMS—OPTIONS FOR COST RECOVERY 

We applaud the Government and Department reforms to drive significant reductions in 

regulatory costs from industry and associated reforms to increase efficiencies within the 

NICNAS regime. 

However we have a number of concerns with the proposed changes to the NICNAS registration 

charge. While these reforms are anticipated to deliver a $22.7 million per annum reduction in 

industry’s regulatory costs, unfortunately there are no details provided as to how this $22.7 

million will be achieved or measured. 

Additionally, while we have also not seen the Cost Recovery Implementation Statement it 

appears that this proposed fee increase is being progressed before the full recovery details are 

known. 

Reform implementation costs are also noted to include $7 million capital for new ICT systems 

which seem to be wholly funded by industry. By having industry pay for the full cost of reforms 

the Department has taken a “no cost to government” approach, which suggests the Department 

will have “no skin in the game”. 

It is very disappointing to note that the Minister has announced these reforms on the 26 May, 

2015 and given industry only a very short time in which to make comment on the discussion 

paper.  

It is even more disappointing that it is intended for these increases to be effective almost 

immediately when most companies already have their expenses budgets in place for 2015, and 

a number of companies into 2016. 

In these circumstances we suggest a decision to increase the annual registration fee be 

deferred until after the full extent of the NICNAS regulatory reforms have been released, the 

final Regulatory Impact Statement has been made available, and there is further industry 

consultation under taken.  

Any fee increase should only occur once there is full transparency in relation to the forecasted 

$22.7 million savings and should not include the proposed capital cost of $7 million. 

GPO Box 573 

Canberra ACT 2601 

Ground Suite B 

7-11 Barry Drive 

Turner ACT 2612 

mailto:NICNAS.consultations@nicnas.gov.au


 

As the discussion paper rightly states, regulation charges relate to the regulation of the market 

as a whole and not attributable to any specific introducer, so any fee increase (in the future 

after full and timely consultation) should be equally borne by all registrants. 

We look forward to discussing these matters with you further.  

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

Suzanne Campbell 
Chief Executive Officer 
Australian Information Industry Association 
s.campbell@aiia.com.au 
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